SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13 August 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr M J Pettitt (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis





  “   M Bartlett






  “   P Blaine





  “   D Broughton






  “   D Gale






  “   P Jones





  “   C Osborne






  “   M Scott

  “   D Sharman
  “   P Sharman

  “   Mrs S Sutton
  “   G White

Together with one member of the electorate
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs O’Leary and Smith. 
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F28/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Mrs Sutton
Agenda Item 8  RSPB request for
Member is an RSPB 





      traffic calming
employee






      measures.

 (b) Personal interests
Cllr Osborne   Agenda Item 8  RSPB request for
Member is related to an 






 traffic calming

RSPB employee and is a 






 measures


member of the RSPB
Cllr Aldis   
      Planning Application 07/01274/FULL
Applicant is the spouse of








        an employee

Cllr Bartlett      Planning Application 07/01274/FULL
Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

       

Cllr Blaine        Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee
Cllr Broughton Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr Gale          Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr Jones        Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   (Cont)


Cllr Osborne    Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr Pettitt       Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr Scott        Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr D Sharman Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr P Sharman Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr Mrs Sutton Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr White        Planning Application 07/01274/FULL  Applicant is the spouse of









        an employee

Cllr Blaine
   Planning Application 07/01309/FULL
Applicant is employed by 










School at which Member









is Chair of Governors
Cllr Pettitt      Planning Application 07/01328/FULL
Member is personal friend
                                                               of the applicants
Cllr Gale
   Agenda Item 11 Sunderland Road 
Member is Vice President 





  Pavilion                     of Sandy Colts FC and 




                                          Life Member of Sandy 









Cricket Club
Cllr Pettitt   Agenda Item 11 Sunderland Road 
        Member is Vice President 





  Pavilion                     of Sandy Colts FC and 




                                          Vice President of Sandy 









Cricket Club
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F29/07)
One letter of objection had been received regarding planning application 07/01274/FULL.  This was read to the meeting by the Chairman. 

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. Minutes








(F30/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 2nd July 2007 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 30th July 2007, were signed.
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(F31/07)

2007/2008


(1) Capital Expenditure
(a) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered 22nd May 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(b) Leaf Vacuum
Ordered 25th June 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

Not yet ordered. The Clerk reported that the Foreman of the D.S.O. would be attending the Saltex exhibition in September to identify suitable machinery.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(b) Cupboard for Archive Materials


Ordered 25th June 2007. The Clerk reported that she had been informed that the company had gone out of business and a new cupboard would be ordered in due course.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(c) Provision of low level cisterns in Town Centre toilets
Ordered 4th April 2007. The Clerk reported that the cisterns were on order and would be installed as soon as they arrived. 

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted but that the Clerk be requested to hasten the order once more.

(3) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

 (a) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

Payment not yet requested.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
 (b) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

Not yet ordered. The Clerk reported that no new items for purchase had been identified and there was no need to replenish existing stock at present.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested. The Chairman of SEG reported that although one licence had been received from Beds County Council a second was needed before work could begin.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(d) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds

Not yet requested.  Work is to take place in the Autumn.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(e) Work on Cemetery Gullies

Work completed July 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item may now be deleted.

(f) Additional markings In Town Car Park

Not yet ordered. The Clerk reported that the Car Park Working group would be meeting on Thursday 16th September when further information may be forthcoming.  

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
6. Amendment to Standing Orders




(F32/07)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That the following amendments be incorporated in the Standing Orders for Sandy Town Council. 
96. 

(a) Questions or comments may be made by any member of the public in attendance. People wishing to make representations, give evidence, ask or answer questions will be asked to complete a form indicating the agenda item or items they wish to speak on. They will be invited to speak by the Chairman on a first come first served basis, no more than five members of the public will be permitted to speak on any item.  Each participant will be granted a maximum of three minutes to speak.

(b) If a member of the public interrupts the proceedings at any meeting, the Chairman may, after warning, order that they leave the Council Chamber or that the part of the Council Chamber open to the public be cleared.

Also add to 15(c):

Should any Member declare a Prejudicial Interest in an item of business they should also state at this point that they wish to remain in the Council Chamber until they have made representations, given evidence, asked or answered questions about the matter.
7. Planning Obligations Strategy Supplementary Planning Document
(F33/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
There was some discussion about the benefits of the strategy and the standard cost charge of £12,552 and whether or not this amount would lead to an increase in the cost of dwellings or if it would be deducted from the price paid for development land. 

RESOLVED: (a)That the Clerk be requested to respond to the consultation specifically that Sandy Town Council fully supports the references to Sandy needing additional library and health facilities but that the town was also in need of land for Cemetery space.  It would support the allocation of land for this provision rather than monetary gain.
(b) That Members be encouraged to respond to the questionnaire individually.  
8. RSPB request for traffic calming measures  
(F34/07)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council supports the request for a lower speed limit, or warning signs on the stretch of road which passes the entrance to the RSPB, fulfilling Local Transport Plan Objectives 2, 5 and 6.
9. Magnolia House - naming


(F35/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to suggest to Mid Beds District Council that the office block which replaces the old Magnolia House be named Skarszewy House.
10. Outstanding Debt – advertising in Sandy Tourist Information Centre Guide


(F36/07) 


The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F36/07
11. Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group


(F37/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F37/07
12. Press release

(F38/07)

RESOLVED: That a press release be issued regarding the final approval of the Sunderland Road Pavilion project at this meeting.

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)”, and also under Section (8) “the amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services.” and Section (9) “any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services,”  the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	27.7.07

78/07


	07/01253/FULL

Mr A Swift

1 Brook End

Hatch

Beds

SG19 1PP
	Full application for the erection of a detached outbuilding to include double garage, games room and conservatory at 1 Brook End, Hatch, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  Object

The proposed building is not ancillary to the house because of its distance from the dwelling.  There is already one detached building on site.
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	

	27.7.07

79/07


	07/01274/FULL

Mr S Foster

46 Swansholme Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1HL
	Full application for the erection of one and two storey front and rear extensions to 46 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 44 & 48 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	

	3.8.07

80/07


	07/01309/FULL

Mr & Mrs C Brooker

22 Mill Lane

Sandy

SG19 1NH
	Full application for the erection of a two storey front extension, single storey front extension to include a pitched roof over existing, and single storey side extension at 22 Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Lodge, Mill Lane and  7 Coopers Close, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	

	3.8.07

81/07


	07/01184/LB

Mr J Shuba

The Grange

Beeston Green

Beeston

Sandy

SG19 1PG
	Listed Building Consent application for the replacement of bay windows to front elevation of The Grange, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 Grange Gardens, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	

	3.8.07

82/07


	07/01328/FULL

Mr & Mrs C Carlow

5 Filland Court

Sandy

SG19 1HW
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at 5 Filland Court, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4 and 6 Filland Court, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	6.8.07

83/07
	07/01330/FULL

Mrs P Cox

21 Orchard Road

Beeston

Sandy

SG19 1PJ
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at 21 Orchard Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 19 & 21a Orchard Road, Beeston notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	

	6.8.07

84/07
	07/01329/FULL

Mr & Mrs T Hull

45 Abbey Grove

Sandy

SG19 1QR
	Full application for the erection of a two storey front extension at 45 Abbey Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 43, 47 & 49 Abbey Grove, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
	

	6.8.07

85/07


	07/01334/FULL

Manor Concepts Ltd

62 Sunderland Road

Sandy

SG19 1QY
	Full application for a replacement flat felt roof with pitched roof in shallow steel at 1 Darlington Close, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P

13.7.07

14.8.07
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9

